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Minutes of the Broadhempston Annual Parish Meeting 
Thursday 12 May 2022  

   
Present:  Cllrs Wright (Chair), Goddard, Sutcliffe, Widger, White. 
 
Also present:  2 members of the public 
 Cathy Aubertin (Clerk)   
                                                    

Cllr Wright opened the meeting at 8.15pm. 
 
Chair’s report from Cllr Nick Wright: 

Since I took over the chair from Geoff last May, it has been a very busy year for the parish council as 
Broadhempston has slowly returned to some semblance of normality. There have been many 
challenges through the year to navigate, many that I am very proud of, and others that have been 
valuable learning experiences. 
 
Having returned to meeting in person rather than via zoom, the council has carried on the initiative of 
parishioners being able to access meetings virtually by attempting to hold ‘hybrid’ council sessions. This 
has not always been an easy road and there have been plenty of issues but for a very modest budget we 
are now hopefully offering a passable hybrid experience. This opens up the accessibility of the parish 
council to many who find it difficult to attend in-person meetings. Although we are not exactly overrun 
with attendees, I believe it is very important that residents have as great an opportunity as possible to 
attend, should they wish. This proved particularly evident during the extraordinary meeting we held back 
in January. Discussing our response to the local plan part three consultation of small sites and renewable 
energy sites, as well as in-person attendance we had over 100 virtual attendees. 
 
We have in fact had two local plan consultation this year (part 2 and part 3), both of which have had 
strong responses put forward thanks to the amazing hard work from the Broadhempston Residents 
working group that formed in response to the local plan. The group spent a great deal of time and effort 
researching and writing up their responses in collaboration with the parish council and to try and inform 
parishioners to make their own minds up. It will be a few years before the final local plan is published but 
Broadhempston took great pains to not only turn down inappropriate sites, but to proactively support 
small, eco-friendly development. In the meantime, there has been a suggestion that we look again at 
starting up a neighbourhood plan so that we can take better control of future development and protect 
Broadhempston as well as improve it.  
 
Broadhempston is forever evolving and in our monthly meetings we have considered more than 20 
planning applications for the parish since last May. 
 
In 2019 Broadhempston parish council declared a climate emergency along with many councils across the 
UK. Since then, we have had many ideas and made small changes, but the pandemic put a pause on many 
things. Coming out of another lockdown, last summer we decided to organise an eco-fair to demonstrate 
some of the measures parishioners had already taken to improve their homes and transportation. In the 
end we merged this event with the village tea party, and it proved very successful. Since then, we have 
had a member of ACT (action on climate in Teignbridge) come to speak to us about reducing our carbon 
footprints and how to calculate and track them. The parish council has recently formed a dedicated 
working group - Broadhempston climate action group (BCAG) who are now meeting regularly to come up 
with ways of improving Broadhempston’s high carbon footprint and engaging with residents. This year it 
is more important than ever…  Not only is climate change and global warming accelerating at an alarming 
rate, but so is inflation, our household costs and energy bills. The group is considering how best to advise 
and help the community in reducing energy usage, which will not only help financially but will also help 
towards carbon footprints and climate change. 
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One thing the parish council is investing in is a thermal imaging camera on behalf of BCAG. This measures 
temperatures differences on surfaces and will be available for residents to use in their houses to help 
identify areas of improvement for insulation and draft excluding, this saving energy and money! 
Up at headlands, the parish council has financed the installation of solar panels on the pavilion, and we 
are looking into the possibility of installing electric car charging points near the village hall. 
 
Recently we were contacted by a resident regarding the ‘dark skies initiative’. The parish council was very 
interested to learn about the many benefits of maintaining our ‘dark skies’ around the parish with 
limiting exterior lighting and preventing light leaking from our properties by drawing curtains and blinds 
at night. This has the added benefit of improving lighting efficiency inside and reducing heat loss at night. 
  
Last summer the pub made use of relaxed covid licensing laws and created a ‘pop up’ village square. This 
was left to run as a trial all summer and was well received. The parish council hoped we would be able to 
roll this over into a more permanent feature, but this has not been possible so far.  The highways 
department is struggling to give the decision enough attention. This does not mean that the idea is 
finished however, and we continue to try to extract a satisfactory response from the department. Along 
these same lines, we have been investigating the creation of extra village parking on some of the green 
space above the village hall. Although this may seem understandably abhorrent at first glance, the layout 
we have been perusing would seek to use as little of the area as possible while creating much needed 
extra overflow parking for residents and visitors. Many residents have problems with on street parking 
and access for emergency vehicles around much of Broadhempston is limited due to over parking along 
many of our roads. Additional parking could even possibly come with electric charging points allowing 
those who are unable to charge an electric car at home to charge their vehicle for a reasonable cost in a 
car park. Unfortunately, the cost of building additional spaces is so far very overpriced compared with the 
gain to the community and so we continue to brainstorm a cost effective and environmentally friendly 
solution. 
 
A little over a year ago the parish council decided to employ a parish lengths-man. This has proved very 
successful so far and another busy year of clearing buddles, ditches and verges is greatly reducing road 
flooding and standing water around the parish. Further to this, Devon County Council (DCC) has adopted 
a proactive funding scheme for property flood resilience. They have been working with Water Risk 
Management and Engineering (WSP) to identify properties at risk of surface water flooding in 
Broadhempston. Soon they will be contacting residents regarding signing up to have Property Level 
Protection (PLP) installed, fully funded by grants. 
 
For many, many years the issue of the speed limit in Broadhempston has been raised with the parish 
council. It has always proved very difficult to get any traction with highways and Devon County Council on 
this... until now. We have recently applied to be considered in an expanded trial 20mph speed limit 
scheme. If successful, this will hopefully see a 20mph speed limit applied to the majority of 
Broadhempston village 
 
With the up-and-coming jubilee celebrations, the parish council is looking into getting locally made mugs 
for all primary school aged children residing in the parish. We need parents to let us know how many 
primary aged children they have so that we can get the mugs made for them. 
 
The parish council continues to support the village shop, village hall, village playground, headlands, the 
community orchard, the church and many clubs, groups and societies with grants, funding, and other 
interaction. All of our local groups and resources have done Broadhempston proud over the last year and 
I would like to take this moment to thank all of those involved in the support, servicing, and betterment 
of Broadhempston. Your tireless efforts make Broadhempston what it is, you ARE Broadhempston… and 
we are grateful for everything that you do. 
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With everything that has come in the last two years and the unsettling times ahead, it is easy to feel 
overwhelmed with uncertainty and worries for the future. However, we have so much to be thankful for 
and looking to the year ahead, the future of Broadhempston and it residents is looking rosy. We have a 
tremendously strong community who pull together to look after one another. There are many positive 
and exciting events on the agenda for the year and lots of village projects that will hopefully go ahead.  
Nicholas Wright. 
 
Report from DCC and WSP 
Devon County Council (DCC) Flood Risk Management Team has been investigating the scale of surface 
water flood risk in Broadhempston to identify those properties that are at risk of Surface Water Flooding. 
During the Site Walkover accompanied by Cllr Simon Sutcliffe in December 2021, we gained an awful lot 
of insight from Simon and spoke to numerous residents who were very willing to help. It was great to see 
some of the interventions residents had already put in place to protect against the more frequent rainfall. 
We used these data to corroborate the information gained with our flood models and refine the 
approach. Following this initial piece of work, we would like to engage with those in the community that 
we believe require works to manage flood risk and become more resilient to flooding. 
  
In addition to working with local landowners to reduce the potential volume of runoff generated from 
surrounding agricultural land, it is currently proposed that the properties at risk of flooding will be 
offered Property Flood Resilience (PFR) such as flood proof doors, gates, and barriers as the benefit of a 
capital scheme will be limited and non-cost beneficial. PFR provides opportunities for homes, businesses, 
and communities to adapt, prepare and respond to increasing flood risk, reduce the damage caused by 
floods and speed up recovery and reoccupation. 
  
DCC would like Broadhempston Parish Council to inform those present and hopefully the wider 
community via their social media outlets and website, that DCC will soon be sending a letter to those 
concerned to enquire whether they wish to be considered for PFR. Depending on the scale of the 
feedback DCC will then either organise a community drop in event, or one to one meetings with property 
owners. 
  
As a DCC Flood Risk Management Scheme, this community PFR will be delivered by DCC and fully funded 
by Local Levy and Flood Defence Grant in Aid. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.28pm. 


