
Broadhempston Parish Councils 
response to proposed Wind site 23 
(ref:ws23) in the Draft Teignbridge Local 
Plan (Part 3)

The following is a DRAFT response from Broadhempston Parish Council based on 
the feedback we have received so far and on the opinions of parish councillors. It it 
is yet to be officially agreed upon and is subject to potentially change and be added 
to depending depending on any response received before and during the public 
meeting on Thursday 20th Jan at 8.30 pm in the Village hall and on Zoom 

Zoom meeting ID: 819 0599 1013
Passcode 984393

Dear Teignbridge

Upon seeing that the local plan draft part 3 involved renewable energy and that site 23 
was in Broadhempston, the parish council’s initial reaction was one of excitement. Most 
residents acknowledge the importance of renewable energy and recognise the importance 
of taking some responsibility for our energy consumption and high carbon footprint.

However excitement has quickly turned to concern, frustration and in some cases panic 
within parts of the parish. Many residents are deeply worried about the multitude of 
adverse affects that are unknown and unspecified because there is no tangible proposal to 
make a judgment on, only an area of land that reaches across several land owners, some 
of whom haven't even been contacted. The proposed area does not extend to any site 
boundaries and it is difficult to identify the real world position of the site limits.

Consulting with two residents who work for or have wind power development companies 
and who reside in Broadhempston, it has quickly become apparent how little research has 
gone into this part of the plan. The desktop study seems ONLY to have looked at the wind 
potential of the site, it has not taken into consideration any other factors such as  the 
proximity of residential properties (one property is less than 50m and there are many 
under 500m from the proposed site’s boundary). It does not take any note of the very poor 
site access (2MW turbine blades are usually over 50m in length and would not be easily 
deliverable to site without very costly and devastating major works to our precious Devon 
rural lanes that surround us. The study does not indicate turbine positions, numbers of 
turbines that could fit on the site, turbine specifications such as heights, blade lengths, 
sound levels and spacing, (add more points here). The study has been described by one 
developer as “woolly at best”.

Further more we believe that submitting the plans in this fashion has sadly had a 
detrimental effect on the future of potential wind power in Broadhempston. It has caused 
wide spread concern, worry and speculation in the absence of any tangible site specifics. 



Many residents have felt they have no choice but to mount a robust opposition to the site 
as they are worried that to allow the site through to the local plan at this stage will mean 
that any planning application for the site will likely be granted as stated in the National 
Planning Policy Framework

The Draft Teignbridge local plan states that once sites are selected from this process…

“development will be permitted where, on balance, the contribution towards renewable 
energy provision and climate change mitigation outweighs significant harm, which cannot 
be mitigated, in relation to the following:

a) the impact of the scheme, together with any cumulative issues, on landscape character, 
with particular respect to Dartmoor National Park;
b) biodiversity and geodiversity;
c) flood risk and water quality;
d) significance of heritage assets;
e) agricultural land quality;
f) residential amenity;
g) safety; and
h) aviation and telecommunications.”

After some initial investigations by various councillors and parishioners it would seem the 
site is not likely to be financially viable for a developer. However because of the distrust 
from local residents in the planning process and lack of ANY information about what wind 
power would be like on the site, many of our residents have grave concerns that any 
development would have to be larger, with many tall turbines necessary to make it 
financially viable and would thus have very negative consequences on many aspects of 
the parish.

The close proximity of many residential properties has lead to much concern and debate 
over noise levels and disturbances compared with our ambient sound levels, particularly at 
night. Again in the absence of ANY information about the site, how can we be expected to 
realistically consider the site going through to the local plan where an inappropriate 
development application will be increasingly difficult to fight. One turbine centred on the 
site would be a great deal further away from relevant properties than a turbine placed 
close to one of the detailed site boundaries.

Not all feedback given to us has been negative. Some residents would actively like to see 
the site developed for wind, many feel torn between its importance and its potential 
detrimental effects with differing priorities of concern. The following is a list of some of the 
main concerns put forward to us, though not in order of priority….

Noise
Close proximity of housing
Effect on ecology
The visual impact on local heritage
The effect on our local lanes if they were altered for access
Effect on television reception (which is already poor and would no doubt not be fixed - a 
large number of older residents still rely on rather receiving a television signal rather than 
media streaming via the internet).



This is not an exhaustive list and there are many further concerns which will be received 
by Teignbridge from individual’s responses.

Given that there is no informed plan for how the site would be developed we cannot blindly 
approve where we have no idea what the impacts to the community, biodiversity water, 
heritage, agriculture, residential amenity, safety and telecommunications would be at this 
point.

It is regrettable that we find ourselves in a position of having to oppose a potential wind 
site at a time when we can ill afford to ‘kick the ball down the road’. However, 
Broadhempston intends to use this moment to start investigating what could be an 
appropriate approach to renewable energy for the Parish and better understand our 
carbon footprint.

Broadhempston Parish Council


