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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROADHEMPSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
THURSDAY 11 MARCH 2021  

   
Present: Cllrs Dowson (Chair), Goddard, Head, Hughes (joined 7.28pm), Isaacs, Sutcliffe, Widger, Wright. 
 
Apologies: None. 
      
Also present:  County Cllr Barker 
 District Cllr Dawes 
 4 members of the public 
 Cathy Aubertin (Clerk)   
                                                    

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chairman will open the Meeting 
and receive apologies. 

Cllr Dowson opened the meeting at 7.18pm. 
 

2 To declare any interests arising at 
this meeting.  

None. 
 

3 Approval to consider, amend as 
agreed by the Council and approve 
the minutes of the following 
meeting: 
11 January 2021. 
 

Cllr Sutcliffe PROPOSED that the minutes of 14 January 2021 be APPROVED. This 
was SECONDED by Cllr Goddard and AGREED. 

  The Council will adjourn for the following items: 

4 Public Question Time: A period of 5 
minutes will be allowed for members 
of the public to ask questions or 
make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that 
affect Stokeinteignhead, which do 
not form part of the agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roger Action, from the Headlands Committee, attended to seek the Parish 
Council’s view on a proposal to consider installing a MUGA (multi-use games 
area) in place of the tennis court.  The proposal is at an early stage and there is 
no guarantee that the current work will result in a successful project, but the 
committee were keen to involve the PC at the earliest stage and asked if the PC 
would be prepared to help the project with some form of seed funding. 
He advised that the tennis court was last resurfaced in 2007, so is approaching 
the end of its life.  The cost of resurfacing would be approximately £12-13k.  A 
basic MUGA would cost approximately £40k and this would include new surface, 
lines, and architecture (nets and posts etc) but not include a new fence which 
would be required.  MUGAs with a higher spec can cost up to £75-100k. 
The committee only has current funds available of approximately £2,500. 
It was agreed that there would be a need to establish the possible use of a 
MUGA by consulting with parishioners and local organisations. 
 
(Councillor Hughes joined the meeting at 7.28pm) 
 
It was noted that the PC’s budget is tight next financial year, although it has 
reserve funds which may be spent on capital schemes. 
Roger Acton advised that grant funders are more likely to respond more 
positively if a community is contributing to a project.  In addition there is a need 
to give assurance to installers that funding is available in order to receive 
competitive quotes. 
It was further agreed that significant consultation would be required with the 
village to establish the resident client base.  It was agreed that the market could 
be wider if neighbouring villages and hamlets were considered. 
Crowd funding was proposed as a way to generate funds, and it was noted that 
Teignbridge District Council (TDC) or Devon County Council (DCC) could be 
approached for match funding.  
Clerk to send details about a recent grant funding opportunity received from 
Teignbridge CVS. 
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District Councillor Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
County Councillor Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Russell attended the meeting and wished to discuss the use of the Church 
with the PC.  He advised that the first PCC meeting for some time had been held 
two weeks ago, and that there was a wish to see the Church being used by the 
community, not necessarily for religious events.  He stated that the Church is a 
beautiful old building with amazing ambience and that the PCC was keen to see it 
being used more for the village.  With a dwindling congregation and, without the 
funds for repairs and renovation, the Church could potentially become derelict in 
the next 10-15 years, hence the need to think of other ways to generate use and 
income.  In addition, if it could be shown that it was being used as a community 
asset it would enable the PCC to access grant funding to renovate the building.  
Ideas included use as a library or meeting facility, and it was noted that it has 
good acoustics for music.  Concerns were raised about the lack of toilet and 
kitchen facilities, although the landlord from The Monks Retreat pub, Tony 
McGuiness, offered to provide toilet facilities and stated that he was keen to 
work with and help the Church. 
There was a need to not ‘step on the toes’ of the Village Hall but it might be 
possible to host events in the Church that the Village Hall is unable to 
accommodate. 
Paul Russell advised that this is the first step in making the village aware of what 
a great building the Church is, and it was an important step in keeping the 
building sustainable.  Councillor Wright noted that it would be good to get school 
children involved in the building, and that an article in the Parish News could 
help. 
 
Tony McGuiness, landlord of The Monks Retreat, attended the meeting with a 
request to take on part of the car park/ village square after the pub reopens on 
12 April.  He is planning a pig roast for 17 April, and the pub has a month of 
outdoor service only before restrictions will allow indoor service on 17 May.  He 
would like to make use of the land at weekends to increase the outdoor space 
for customers. 
County Cllr Barker noted that the land is categorised as ‘highway’ so will require 
a licence for such use.  This may be completed on DCC’s website and there is no 
charge currently due to Covid.  However, he also noted that enforcement of such 
licences has been placed on hold to help businesses, although, without a licence, 
there is a risk of a formal complaint being lodged with DCC.  County Cllr Barker 
also noted that previous discussions had been held with the PC about eliminating 
parking in the square, but it had been considered that the loss of parking would 
cause an issue for residents. 
 
District Cllr Daws noted the PC’s interest in electric vehicle (EV) charging points 
and will forward some information to the clerk about possible funding for this. 
He advised that the local plan is currently being reviewed and that consultation 
on this will commence in June.  It includes sites across Teignbridge, although 
TDC’s policy is to allow building in the larger towns, such as Newton Abbot. 
District Cllr Daws advised that the judgement in respect of the NA3 allocation in 
Abbotskerswell has been issued, which disallows the appeal put forward by 
Abbotskerswell PC, although a further appeal may follow.  The final judgement in 
respect of this case will impact on planning decisions for many years to come. 
 
County Cllr Barker advised that he has been involved in previous MUGA 
developments where funding has been provided by the Sports Council, and he 
further advised that TDC has officers who can offer support in writing such bids.  
In addition, he advised that Viridor have opened landfill grants again, so that may 
be a possible funding route, and DCC may be able to help with crowd funding. 
In respect of EV charging points he advised that Moorcar, who operate a car 
sharing scheme, have locations across Devon. 
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Parish Councillor Reports 
 

County Cllr Barker informed the PC that DCC is providing vouchers for meals for 
school children during the easter holiday.  These are for use in the main 
supermarkets; local schools may contact DCC for food deliveries should any 
family be unable to get to one of the supermarkets. 
 
None. 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following business: 

5 To consider the following planning 
applications: 

• 21/00279/LBC 

The Old Vicarage, road from 

Roughlands to The Gables, 

TQ8 6AX 

New tool shed and store. 

Planning application details 

- Teignbridge District 

Council 

• 21/00245/HOU 

Two Hoots, TQ9 6BB 

Extension for new garage, 

conversion of existing 

garage to office. 

Planning application details 

- Teignbridge District 

Council 

 
 
No objections. 
Clerk to inform TDC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No objections, although it was noted that planning permission had already been 
granted. 
 

6 Finance: 

• To agree accounts for 
payment. 

 
 

• Update on bank account 
transfer. 

 
Cllr Isaac PROPOSED that the monthly accounts for payment be APPROVED. This 
was SECONDED by Cllr Goddard and AGREED. 
Clerk to arrange payments agreed. 
 
It was noted that the final payment from the previous Lloyds savings account had 
been transferred to the new Unity account, and that the Lloyds accounts were 
now closed. 
 

7 Coronavirus update. 

 
None. 
 

8 Climate change emergency – sub-
committee feedback. 

Cllr Hughes reported that there had been a good response to the green homes 
article in the Parish News but still awaiting responses in respect of the sub-
committee.  
 

9 Consider road warden scheme. The clerk had previously circulated information about responses received from 
other Parish Councils in respect of the scheme.  In addition, she advised that 
there had been no response to the Parish News article requesting that 
volunteers come forward.  It was noted that relying on volunteers may not be 
the best way forward.  Cllr Widger agreed, stating that he could help, but was 
unable to do everything that was required. 
Cllr Isaacs noted that a lengths-man was employed by Staverton PC and 
requested that the clerk seek further details.  It was also noted that the 
contractor who undertakes such work in Ashprington also works in Denbury, so 
may be an option to consider. 
Cllr Dowson suggested that it may be helpful for a potential contractor to meet 
with Cllrs Sutcliffe and Widger, who could show them what is required, so that a 
price for undertaking the work could be provided. 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=21/00279/LBC&MN=Y
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=21/00279/LBC&MN=Y
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=21/00279/LBC&MN=Y
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=21/00245/HOU&MN=Y
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=21/00245/HOU&MN=Y
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=21/00245/HOU&MN=Y
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Clerk to contact Staverton PC for information, and to liaise with Cllrs Sutcliffe 
and Widger to arrange a visit by potential contractor(s). 

10 Grass cutting and path maintenance 
work. 

Cllr Sutcliffe advised that, following receipt of the invoice from Birbeck 
Landscapes, the work should be tendered in accordance with the procurement 
policy.  However, as it was late in the year to be procuring such work, and it was 
acknowledged that Birbeck Landscapes provide a good-quality service at a 
reasonable cost, it was PROPOSED by Cllr Sutcliffe that the current arrangement 
continue for next financial year, whilst monitoring the situation.  This was 
SECONDED by Cllr Goddard and AGREED. 
Clerk to provide information regarding previous years costs. 
 

11 Use of square by The Monks Retreat. Following on from the request from Tony McGuiness, it was acknowledged that 
such use of the square was not a PC decision, but that it supported the proposal, 
provided that the correct licences were in place. 
 

12 Solar panels at Headlands. The Headlands Committee had submitted a grant request for solar panels, which 
had previously been circulated to all Councillors.  Roger Acton was in attendance 
to talk to the item. 
Following discussion Cllr Sutcliffe PROPOSED that the PC agree a grant in the sum 
of £4,597 to fund option B of the application, which included capacity to add a 
EV charging point in the future.  This was SECONDED by Cllr Hughes and AGREED. 
Roger Acton thanked the PC and thanked County Cllr Barker for the original grant 
for this scheme. 
 

13 Open spaces update: 

• Small playing field: 
 
 
 
 

• Headlands. 
 

 

• Kings Close Field. 
 
 
 

 

• Community Orchard: 
- Risk assessment of 

entrance. 
 
 

• Allotments. 

 
Cllr Sutcliffe advised that increase use of the area was anticipated now that 
schools have reopened.   
Cllr Hughes advised that there would be a delay in respect of the trees from the 
Woodland Trust and that these will now arrive in April. 
 
Cllr Sutcliffe advised that a complaint received by the clerk was being 
investigated by Roger Acton. 
 
It was noted that the new bin system appeared to be working and that the area 
has recently been cleared up. 
An un-taxed car, which had been left in the car park for some time, had been 
moved to outside the small playing field.. 
 
Cllr Wright thanked County Cllr Barker for helping with a grant application and 
Cllr Barker confirmed that the grant had been approved in the sum of £600. 
Cllr Wright advised that lots of woodchip had been laid in the orchard. 
The risk assessment of the entrance is outstanding. 
 
Allotment holders had been active in the last few weeks. 
‘Dogs on Leads’ signs have been received by the clerk, who will deliver them to 
Cllr Wright. 
 

14 Clerks Report: 

• Review of actions in 
previous minutes. 

 

 
None outstanding. 
 

15 To note any correspondence 
received: 

• On-street EV charging 
points. 
 

 
 
Due to the tight deadline, the clerk reported that she had already registered the 
PC’s interest in the scheme.  
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• Email regarding tree 
planting and square. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Draft resource and waste 
strategy. 

Following debate, it was acknowledged that, whilst a greener and more 
pedestrian-friendly square was desirable there were concerns about reducing 
parking in the area.   
County Cllr Barker suggested that, if fewer parked vehicles were required, 
planters would be required around the area to stop vehicles entering it. 
There were concerns about the impact a lack of parking may have on the shop, 
although acknowledged that customers may buy snacks to eat in a square if 
seating was available. 
A member of the public stated that he felt it would be possible to maintain a 
similar amount of parking whilst also making the square more attractive. 
Cllr Dowson stated that reflection on the matter was needed, and that a trial 
scheme could help to ascertain the benefits and disbenefits.  He went on to say 
that, if the landlord of the pub required the area to be vehicle free for the four 
weekends when the pub could only provide an outdoor service, perhaps the 
barriers could be left in place during those four weeks, to establish the impact on 
the community. 
Cllr Wright suggested that, in conjunction with this, the previous plans that had 
been drawn up to make the square more attractive could be displayed so that 
public opinion on those could be gathered. 
It was considered essential to consult with the Village Hall Trust, as land around 
the Village Hall may be the only solution to providing the lost parking should a 
scheme go ahead. 
It was resolved that a meeting should be held to explore the matter further on 
Thursday 25 March and that, in the meantime, Cllr Dowson will discuss with 
Tony McGuiness, Cllr Wright will discuss with the school, and Cllr Sutcliffe will 
discuss with the community shop. 
Clerk to respond to email and arrange meeting for 25 March 2021. 
 
Not discussed. 
Councillors to forward comments to the clerk. 
 

16 Public Question Time: 10 minutes. No further questions. 
 

17 To note the date of the next 
meeting: Thursday 8 April 2021. 
 

With an additional meeting on 25 March agreed, this was NOTED. The meeting 
was closed at 10.04pm..  

 


