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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROADHEMPSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER 2018 AT BROADHEMPSTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Cllr Dowson, Stevens and Sutcliffe  
                County Cllr Barker 
 
Apologies: Cllrs Head, Hoyle, Isaacs, Southwood and Wright 
                    District Cllr Smith 
 
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk) 
                         4 members of the Public 
                         

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chair will open the meeting and receive and 
approve any apologies. 

Cllr Dowson opened the meeting at 19.30. It was RESOLVED to 
APPROVE the apologies of Cllrs Head, Hoyle, Isaacs, Southwood and 
Wright. 

2 To declare any interests arising at this meeting. There were no interests declared. 

 The Council will adjourn for the following items:  

3 Public Question Time: A period of 15 minutes 
will be allowed for members of the public to ask 
questions or make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that affect 
Broadhempston. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
County and District Councillors' Reports 

Mark Evans (planning consultant) was in attendance to provide some 
background information on planning application 18/01873/REM. He 
stated that there are two historic refusals on the site. This application 
doesn’t cover the principal of a dwelling, as legal advice confirms that 
there are four plots in the village which had refusal for additional 
dwellings, of which three have now been developed. It was also stated 
that the current Local Plan consultation includes the site within the new 
settlement boundary. 
There is an outstanding live permission on the site dating from 1961, 
and a garage and one new dwelling has already been approved.  
It was NOTED that Broadhempston Community Shop won Community 
Shop of the Year 2018, which was a fantastic achievement. Thanks were 
extended to County Cllr Barker and District Cllr Smith for their support. 
County Cllr Barker reported that he had attended the Police and Crime 
Panel meeting regarding the merger, which would not be going ahead. 
He had asked the Commissioner how she intended to replace the 
missing 146 officers, but she had been unable to answer; she felt that 
the increase in council tax that the merger would require did not justify 
the concerns of communities. He stated that cybercrimes have now 
overtaken the amount of break ins that take place annually. 
DCC has approved changes regarding the money paid to those who 
provide foster care. Original proposals were amended, and it was 
agreed that all paid placements would receive the same amount of 
money until the placement ends meaning no one will lose money due to 
these changes. Changes to the system were required as needs of 
individual children will be funded in its entirety now no matter where 
their placement is. Most foster carers accepted that, but DCC didn’t 
want existing placements to be disadvantaged. This increase in cost has 
been added to the overspend but it was felt appropriate after the 
consultation process. With these changes, there has been success in 
attracting new foster carers. Payments for fostering children are non-
taxable payment and makes to provider eligible for council tax 
reductions. 
With regards to the marking of the square, he had spoken with the 
Highway Officer. He felt that he didn’t have the skills to draw up a 
scheme and would not be willing to do so, however he did apologise for 
the confusion. County Cllr Barker stated that markings wouldn’t 
increase the amount of parking on the site anyway. It was NOTED that 
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additional work was required on the surface, but the Parish Council 
would not be expected to pay for this. 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following 
business: 

 

4 Approval to consider, amend as agreed by the 
Council and approve the minutes of the 
following: 
13 September 2018 

 
 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes.  

5 To consider the following planning applications: 
18/01861/LBC Demolition and replacement of 
eastern chimney (Manor Croft, Broadhempston) 
18/01873/REM Reserve matters application for 
one dwelling (Approval sought for Access 
Appearance Landscaping Layout Scale) (Cherry 
Tree House (site adjacent formerly Woodmans), 
Broadhempston) 
 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
No objection. 
 
No objection. 
 
 
 
 
 
It was NOTED that two more people had expressed an interest in joining 
the Neighbourhood Plan group. The clerk would organise a further 
meeting. 

6 Outstanding DCC items: 

• Parking restrictions near small playing 
field 
 

• Marking of parking spaces in the Square 

  
A quote from Roger Southwood had been received of £150 + VAT to 
remove the bollards. This was AGREED, but no work would be 
undertaken without approval from DCC. 
It was NOTED that no further work would be undertaken.  

7 Small Playing Field: 

• School request for fencing along the 
bank between the play area and village 
hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

• School request for sole use of play area 
in term time between 10.00-10.30 and 
12.15-13.15 

Standing orders were suspended. 
Vicky Stevens stated that a request for fencing along the bank and sole 
use of the play area at certain times of the day had been requested due 
to safety and safeguarding reasons and to satisfy OFSTED requirements. 
It was NOTED that the school’s duty of care to the children should be 
the same as if the play area was on its own premises. The small playing 
field is a public area where anyone can walk across, and the school are 
unable to control access. 
Cllr Sutcliffe stated that development in KCF was subject to recreating a 
hedge and clarification as to whether a fence would be acceptable to 
TDC would be required, however an internal fence would not be an 
issue. It was NOTED that the lower part of hedge is impenetrable, and it 
may be better to establish a hedge all the way along the field, which 
was the original intention and would create a barrier. The scheme 
needs to be thought through before a final decision is made.  
He also expressed concerns regarding the maintenance of any new 
structure and who would be responsible for it. 
It was NOTED that the aesthetics should also be considered as the area 
is sensitive.  
County Cllr Barker suggested that increasing the length of the hawthorn 
hedge may be a risk to children. He also stated that planning permission 
would not be required should it not exceed 2 metres. 
In principal, Cllr Stevens agreed that some sort of barrier would be 
appropriate and should be investigated. Action: Clerk to contact TDC.  
The clerk reported that the deeds of the small playing field state that 
the area is for the use of the whole community. 
In his absence, Cllr Wright had stated that the small playing field should 
be open for all to use, and that sole use by the school would be unfair 
on other groups within the village such as grandparents looking after 
children and home-educated children. 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=18/01861/LBC
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=18/01873/REM
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Cllr Sutcliffe suggested that to protect the children at the school, the 
majority of whom live in the village, this request seems fair. The school 
already has sole use of the hardstanding, so the Parish Council had set a 
precedent.  
Cllr Dowson stated that a sign on the gate would be useful which stated 
the times that the school use the site, which whilst not eliminating 
danger, is a middle ground for both parties. 
Standing orders were reinstated. 
Cllr Dowson PROPOSED a notice be added to the gate stating times of 
the use by the school. This was SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and 
APPROVED. It was requested that the school provide details of wording 
to the Parish Council prior to it being put up. 

8 Headlands. Cllr Sutcliffe reported that an additional grant from the Parish Council 
may be requested due to the refusal of a grant from Sport England. It 
was NOTED that the car parking improvements are going to be done as 
soon as possible due to damage to the ground when the football club is 
using the facilities. As suggested previously, the earth could be used to 
construct bike ramp and insurance is being investigated. 

9 Kings Close Field. It was NOTED that the clerk is awaiting paperwork regarding the change 
to the Local Lettings Agreement, which had already been approved. 
It was requested that the clerk contact Teign Housing regarding the 
gates at both ends of the access lane. Complaints had been received as 
the latches are poor quality and the gates bang in the wind. Action: 
Clerk to contact Teign Housing. 

10  Snow Warden Scheme. It was NOTED that the clerk was now in receipt of contact details of the 
new snow warden and she would make contact. 

11 Communication with parish. Cllr Sutcliffe expressed concerns about communication with the parish. 
Only six people attended the defibrillator training and the 
Neighbourhood Plan has also lacked interest. 
It was NOTED that the clerk has set up a Facebook page, provides 
regular content to the Parish News, keeps the website up to date and 
uses notice boards.  
Standing orders were suspended. 
Members of the public suggested that residents also need to engage 
with the Parish Council. It was also suggested that a ‘Who’s Who’ page 
on the website with pictures of councillors would be useful.  
Standing orders were reinstated. 
It was NOTED that the clerk would investigate a new page on the 
website, along with an email distribution list and regular newsletter. It 
was also suggested that individual councillors were relied upon to 
spread information on the Parish Councils work. Action: Agenda item 
for November. 

12 Finance: 

• To agree accounts for payment 

 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE accounts for payment. 
Cllr Sutcliffe reported that the annual grant paid in two parts to the 
Village Hall and Playing Field CIC is to pay the interest on the community 
loan they took out for the building of the new hall and no additional 
grants had been paid.  

13 Autumn Rural Skip. It was NOTED that the council was no longer entitled to claim recycling 
credits, however it was AGREED that the rural skip service was well 
used, and the clerk would arrange a date in early November. 

14 Allotments and Paddock. It was NOTED that the gate had not yet been fixed and the grass still 
requires cutting. It was AGREED that Cllr Sutcliffe would visit the site 
and decide on whether the internal hedge requires cutting prior to 
winter.  
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15 Councillors Reports: to hear reports from 
Councillors on highways or other matters where 
action can be authorised by the Council without 
prior notice through the next Agenda. 

It was NOTED that the defibrillator and CPR course had been delivered 
excellently by Bruce Hooker (Test and Train). It highlighted that there is 
very useful additional information for people to know. It was AGREED 
that the Parish Council would set three additional dates for the course 
to run again. 
Cllr Sutcliffe reported that there are two or three roadside ash tress 
which are large and will become dangerous as they are affected by ash 
dieback. As the Parish Council own Headlands, it was AGREED that the 
Village Hall and Playing Field CIC be contacting regarding how the trees 
will be managed as the trees will need to be monitored. Action: Clerk to 
write to CIC.  
Cllr Sutcliffe also reported that there are ash trees in the small playing 
field and he would assess them.   

16 Clerks Report. The clerk had attended the DALC AGM, where she had sat in on talks 
regarding election engagement and communicating with Devon and 
Cornwall Police. 

17 To note any correspondence received. The clerk had received an email regarding the storage of a trailer, after 
she had received a complaint regarding it blocking access in Church Hill 
Cottages car park. Some suggestions for storage were made and the 
clerk would contact the owner of the trailer. 

18 To note the date of the next meeting: Thursday 
08 November 2018. 

This was NOTED. The meeting was closed at 21.14. 
 

 


