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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROADHEMPSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
THURSDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2019 AT BROADHEMPSTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Dowson (Chair), Goddard, Sutcliffe, Widger and Wright 
 
Apologies: Cllrs Head, Hughes and Isaacs 
                    County Cllr Barker 
                 
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk) 
                         4 members of the Public                         
 

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chair will open the meeting and receive and 
approve any apologies. 

Cllr Dowson opened the meeting at 19.30. It was RESOLVED to 
APPROVE the apologies of Cllrs Head, Hughes and Isaacs. 

2 To declare any interests arising at this meeting. Cllr Dowson declared a disclosable pecuniary interest and Cllr Sutcliffe 
declared a personal interest in item 14 (shop loan). 
Cllr Dowson declared a personal interest in item 14 (BCLT grant). 

 The Council will adjourn for the following items:  

3 Public Question Time: A period of 15 minutes 
will be allowed for members of the public to ask 
questions or make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that affect 
Broadhempston. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
County and District Councillors' Reports 

The parish council were thanked for clearing the metal stakes from the 
bank in Kings Close Field car park. 
It was NOTED that the Village Hall CIO and Headlands representatives 
were in attendance and stated their reason for their grant application- a 
revenue grant to maintain the assets for residents of the village. 
It was NOTED that a representative from the PCC and for the Parish 
News book project was also in attendance. The Parish News started in 
1975 and contains articles about the villages covered by the magazine, 
which are very interesting pieces of social history. Three editors have 
gone through back copies and selected over 100 pieces which are of 
interest. The intention is to create a book and make it free of charge via 
the village websites, with the possibility of creating a hard-copy 
publication. 75% of the articles are regarding Broadhempston, so there 
is a significant interest. It is integral for people to understand the roots 
of the communities that new people are entering, and it will have 
considerable value to the school. The anticipated cost is £1000.00 for 
the project, but the parish council will be provided with a quote by the 
next meeting.   
There were no reports from District and County Councillors. 
It was NOTED that the clerk had contacted County Cllr Barker regarding 
the road closure at Old Well, which the parish council have not received 
any details on. He had not received the information either and had 
raised this with DCC. This work was being undertaken by South West 
Water. 
It was NOTED that the clerk had been contacted by District Cllr Daws 
regarding an opportunity to meet with parish councillors on an informal 
basis. It was AGREED that members would prefer for him to attend 
meetings to maintain a vital link between us and the district council. 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following 
business: 

 

4 Approval to consider, amend as agreed by the 
Council and approve the minutes of the 
following: 
10 October 2019  

 
 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes.  

5 To consider the following planning applications:  
19/02014/FUL Conservatory to the rear of the 
property with slate roof (1 Stoop Orchard, 
Broadhempston) 

 
Cllr Sutcliffe PROPOSED NO OBJECTION. This was SECONDED by Cllr 
Goddard and APPROVED.  

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=19/02014/FUL
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6 Neighbourhood Plan Update. An informal meeting had taken place, but there has been no further 
interest in people taking on additional responsibilities. Cllr Wright 
intends to hold a meeting with the core steering group to discuss the 
future, but it looks as though the Neighbourhood Plan may be at a 
stand-still due to lack of community support. Action: Agenda item for 
December.  

7 Small Playing Field. Cllr Sutcliffe explained that there is an issue with the gate between the 
play area and village hall. It was NOTED that a new strut had been 
requested from Roger Southwood as agreed at the last meeting.  
It was NOTED that the hedge had been cut. 

8 Headlands. It was NOTED that a site meeting will take place on 17 November, with 
a committee meeting on 20 November to discuss the quotes received 
for the repairs to the pavilion and the emptying of dog waste bins. It 
was NOTED that it is important to have a proper waste collection 
service now that Headlands is a dog-friendly area.  

9 Kings Close Field: 

• Teign Housing lease and S106 variation 

 
Cllr Sutcliffe stated that he was initially against the deed of variation 
due to the process of obtaining the housing was incredibly difficult. 
There is now a clause stating that Teign Housing would have to offer the 
housing to another social housing provider, which offers a level of 
security. Furthermore, Teign Housing have been more cooperative 
recently. He PROPOSED that the variation be accepted. This was 
SECONDED by Cllr Wright and APPROVED.  

10 Long service/recognition awards. It was NOTED that the clerk had drafted a Freeman of the Parish policy 
for future consideration. Action: Agenda item for December. 

11 Climate Emergency update. It was NOTED that the clerk had emailed councillors regarding the 
Climate Change Action Fund. It was suggested that solar panels in the 
village, with a view to them specifically powering an electric car sharing 
project for the village, should be considered. Action: Clerk and Cllr 
Dowson to investigate. Agenda item for December.  

12 Community Orchard Update. Cllr Wright reported that the school is embracing the community 
orchard and will be planting trees on the mornings of Thursday 28 and 
Friday 29, with forest school events also taking place. It was NOTED that 
the community will be invited to attend the afternoons and the 
Saturday morning to help with fencing, staking and tree tying. 
It was NOTED that a metal shed for tool would be required. Action: Cllr 
Wright to investigate.   

13 To consider the creation of a Parish Council logo. Cllr Goddard reported that she had spoken to Rose McLoughlin 
regarding the logo, and she would be willing to undertake this work at a 
cost of £50. It was RESOLVED that the parish council would pay for a 
logo to be created. Action: Cllr Goddard to proceed. 

14 Finance:  

• To agree accounts for payment 

• Community shop loan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• To consider grant applications 2019/20 

 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE accounts for payment. 
Cllr Sutcliffe stated that it would be very difficult for the parish council 
to change their minds on offering this loan to the shop. Cllr Wright 
agreed but he raised concerns that the figures being presented now are 
very different to the initial request. It was NOTED that the working 
capital amount has now changed and there is a new committee in place 
and the new treasurer has made different recommendations.  
It was AGREED that the parish council were not able to rescind this offer 
and would consider and sign the agreement at the December meeting. 
Action: Agenda item for December.  
Cllr Dowson suggested that other parish councils do not usually fund 
running costs but offered funds for certain projects instead. Cllr Sutcliffe 
stated that the parish council have historically given revenue grants and 
were never told they could not do this. He had attended a meeting 
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where it was stated that parish councils should support community 
facilities. The clerk would investigate how other councils operate their 
grants. Action: Agenda item for December.  
The following grants were considered and granted: 
Broadhempston PCC: £400.00 
Broadhempston VH CIO: £1750.00 
Parish News project: It was AGREED that the council supported this 
project in principle and would await the quote as discussed in public 
question time. 
CLT: It was NOTED that there was a discrepancy between how much 
was requested and the fund breakdown and further information would 
be requested. 
It was NOTED that the Parish News and CLT grants would be further 
considered at the next meeting, along with approval of payments. 
Action: Agenda item for December.  

15 Allotments: 

• Water supply 
 
 

• Update 

 
It was NOTED that the Village Hall CIO are currently paying for the 
allotment water usage. It was AGREED that a water meter would be 
purchased and installed. Action: Clerk to purchase water meter.  
It was NOTED that the clerk had contacted three allotment holders 
regarding their tenancy agreement. One has confirmed that they wish 
to keep their allotment, one has relinquished their tenancy and one 
response is awaited. It was NOTED that there are two people now 
waiting for an allotment.  

16 Councillors Reports: to hear reports from 
Councillors on highways or other matters where 
action can be authorised by the Council without 
prior notice through the next Agenda. 

It was NOTED that Cllr Widger was now the Snow Warden and two large 
dumpy bags of salt would be requested.  
It was NOTED that the christmas tree has been ordered.  
Cllr Sutcliffe had attended the DALC AGM. He highly recommends 
attendance; the event was very informative with DCC’s Chief Executive 
reporting that 75% of the county council budget on the care of the 
elderly and children. This is a statute responsibility but is a huge strain 
on their ability to do much else. Highways, Climate Change and the 
current paralysis of government were also discussed.  
It was NOTED that Cllr Wright has investigated the live streaming of 
council meetings and was hoping to launch the new-look website in 
January. It was suggested that a banner be purchased to advertise the 
website. Action: Agenda item for December.  

17 Clerks report. It was NOTED that the parish council were required to be prepared for 
the death of a senior figure. It was NOTED that the website would be 
the responsibility of the parish council, but other arrangements would 
be the responsibility of the church.  
It was NOTED that the clerk had attended a Totnes Clerk’s cluster 
meeting, where shared services were discussed and a letter to DCC to 
express concerns about reporting highway issues would be sent. Cllr 
Dowson suggested that the parish council may be able to coordinate 
clearing drainage apparatus. 

18 To agree a date for a personnel meeting. It was RESOLVED that a personnel meeting would take place on 
Thursday 12 December at 19.00. 

19 To note any correspondence received. There was no further correspondence.  

20 To note the date of the next meeting: Thursday 
12 December 2019. 

This was NOTED. The meeting was closed at 21.32. 

 


