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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROADHEMPSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
THURSDAY 11 JULY 2019 AT BROADHEMPSTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Dowson (Chair), Head, Hughes, Isaacs, Sutcliffe and Wright 
 
Apologies: Cllr Goddard 
 
No Apologies: Cllr Widger 
                 
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk) 
                         County Cllr Barker and District Cllr Daws 
                         3 members of the Public                         
 

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chair will open the meeting and receive and 
approve any apologies. 

Cllr Dowson opened the meeting at 19.30. It was RESOLVED to 
APPROVE the apologies of Cllr Goddard.  No apologies had been 
received from Cllr Widger.   

2 To declare any interests arising at this meeting. Item 5 (planning application 19/01198/VAR) – Cllr Wright. 

 The Council will adjourn for the following items:  

3 Public Question Time: A period of 15 minutes 
will be allowed for members of the public to ask 
questions or make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that affect 
Broadhempston. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
County and District Councillors' Reports 

A member of the public requested consideration of speed bumps and a 
10mph limit at Houndhead. Traffic has increased in this area over a 
period of 10 years, and it is impossible to hold a conversation in the 
street as the road has become a rat run. Whilst social change is 
accepted, traffic calming would be useful in reducing the speed of 
traffic. County Cllr Barker explained that speed bumps are not generally 
favoured as they cause issues to public transport and emergency 
services and do not necessarily slow traffic down. A chicane system with 
priority traffic is preferred but would require background data and 
speed checks to demonstrate that there is a problem. County Cllr Barker 
would check the data but was unable to provide a date of any further 
studies being undertaken. 
County Cllr Barker reported that the village sign is now in place. 
He reported that a 20mph blanket trial is going to be undertaken in two 
locations- Newton Abbot and Dawlish. This needs to be tested in urban 
areas where the greatest effect will be seen. The aim is to have a 
blanket speed limit in all villages. DCC had been waiting for a 
government review, but little information has been received so it was 
decided to undertake the trial. It was NOTED that Broadhempston had 
been asking for this for some time, but additional signage will be 
required. 
He reported on the Climate Change motion. A task group has been set 
up incorporating individuals from DCC, universities, and Utilities Chief 
Executives. They will be looking at practical things that can be done, but 
ideas will be provided to Town and Parish Councils and their 
communities for comments, hopefully within 3-4 months. 
DCC are also running a programme called ‘Life on the Verge’, looking at 
wild seeding of verges. The county is losing pollinators at a fast rate, 
with surrounding meadows and fields changing. Some communities are 
already doing this and assessments of visibility at junctions will be 
required. It was NOTED that Houndhead Triangle may be suitable. 
Advise to landowners regarding Ash dieback is being provided by DCC, 
with information on how to identify problems. Diseased trees are a high 
risk to highways and DCC’s budget has been increased significantly to 
deal with this. DCC has the power to remove any diseased tree and 
charge landowners but would prefer to advise and support.  
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Cllr Sutcliffe asked about the current Fire Station consultation. County 
Cllr Barker had been involved in lobbying, which has resulted in changes 
to the current consultation to consider each of the proposals and each 
station individually. He stated that this is not a good consultation and 
doesn’t provide enough information on what fire stations in the area 
are dealing with. For example, Ashburton is the only station with cutting 
equipment for road traffic accidents. Action: Agenda item for 
September.  
District Cllr Daw introduced himself and had been elected as a ‘Newton 
Says No’ candidate. He stood for the Ambrook ward because he lived in 
Broadhempston between 2010-2015, feeling that he understands the 
village’s relationship to the District Council and nearby towns.  
His main area of interest is planning and the Local Plan. It is unfair on 
Newton Abbot to have high amounts of housing and this impacts the 
district as a whole and he will look to fight this in the council chamber. 
His other area of interest is Climate Change and the initiatives being 
brought forward. He will look to make sure these are followed through 
by both the District and County Council.  
He had been approached to support the skateboard park, which he had 
been to visit. He had no idea that it existed, but the new ramp looks 
stunning and he would be happy to support it.  
He stated that he would try to attend council meetings, but would at 
least be contactable by email (Richard.daws@teignbridge.gov.uk). 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following 
business: 

 

4 Approval to consider, amend as agreed by the 
Council and approve the minutes of the 
following: 
13 June 2019  

 
 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes.  

5 To consider the following planning applications: 
19/01198/VAR Removal of condition 3 on 
planning permission 16/02572/FUL (alterations 
to out building for use as granny annexe) to 
enable ancillary accommodation to be used as 
holiday accommodation (Houndhead House, 
Houndhead)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Wright left the meeting. 
Standing orders were suspended. 
Two residents in attendance expressed concerns regarding the 
application. The proposal for the use was initially a granny flat. The 
annexe is very close to the neighbouring boundary. Concerns were 
raised regarding noise, disruption and additional traffic should the 
accommodation be used as a holiday let. Visitors to the main house 
with children was recently so loud that it was impossible to hold a 
conversation in the neighbouring garden. Whilst parking is not an issue, 
the traffic is. When it was made into a granny flat, there were no 
objections but living conditions will become unbearable should it be a 
holiday let. 
Cllr Isaacs stated that she thought a holiday let could be restricted to 
the amount it can be used. It was NOTED that there would be no 
objection to finding a tenant which is part of the community, but 
holiday people would not be and would not be considerate to 
neighbours.  
Cllr Sutcliffe stated that he had complained about a holiday let nearby 
to his own home but had not been affected at all. The owners state in 
its own letting policy that it is a family let system with no groups or 
parties. 
He suggested that conditions could be added but could not see a reason 
to object on planning grounds, and this was agreed by Cllr Isaacs.  
Cllr Dowson appreciated the issues raised but recommended that the 
neighbours discuss this together and try to discuss this as their concerns 
are valid. 
Standing orders were reinstated.  

mailto:Richard.daws@teignbridge.gov.uk
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=19/01198/VAR
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19/00602/FUL Demolish existing chimney and 
replace with stainless steel black flue (Bartons, 
Broadhempston) 

Cllr Isaacs PROPOSED NO OBJECTION. This was SECONDED by Cllr 
Sutcliffe and APPROVED (5:0). 
Cllr Wright re-joined the meeting.  
Cllr Sutcliffe PROPOSED NO OBJECTION. This was SECONDED by Cllr 
Isaacs and APPROVED (6:0). 

6 Neighbourhood Plan Update. The stall at the village fete was successful and there has been a good 
response to the comment cards after the leaflet drop. Around 20 
people had put stickers around the board at the fete, and there had 
been a particular interest in wishing to offset their carbon footprint and 
to generating electricity.  
Whilst 4/5 people are regularly attending the meetings, 6 people are 
really needed for the steering group and it is proving quite difficult to 
get consistency. Changing the pattern of meetings dates may be 
required but people also have prior commitments. It is hoped that there 
will be more people interested after the summer. It was NOTED that the 
next meeting would take place on 25 July.  

7 Small Playing Field: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Playground equipment maintenance 

  
Cllr Sutcliffe reported that the school had raised concerns regarding the 
remnants of skateboard ramp in the small playing field, which is now 
broken. Cllr Wright had removed these items. There had also been 
concerns regarding the moveable netball posts, which are dangerous 
and belong to the school. It was NOTED that the clerk has emailed the 
school to request their removal.  
It was NOTED that the elephant and horse bouncers require painting 
and the rubber around the spring requires replacing. It was also 
suggested that the basketball hoops require nets. Cllr Wright expressed 
concerns regarding a young child being seen climbing the wire fencing 
on the court. It was also NOTED that the lining on the court requires 
repainting, which was a DCC responsibility. Action: Cllr Sutcliffe to 
contact John Reade.  
It was NOTED that a wildflower area near the newly planted hedge 
should be considered. Action: Cllr Hughes to investigate. Agenda item 
for September. 
It was NOTED that the new Teign Housing fence requires some 
maintenance. Action: Clerk to contact Teign Housing.   

8 Headlands. It was NOTED that the skate ramp has been a huge success. A resident 
had raised an issue with safeguarding and young people and older 
people mixing. Action: Cllr Sutcliffe to discuss with Headlands 
committee. 
Cllr Hughes asked if keeping some of the grass long at Headlands had 
been considered. Cllr Sutcliffe stated that a meeting had not yet been 
held to discuss this further.   

9 Kings Close Field: 

• Teign Housing lease 

  
There were concerns raised following the additional information from 
the solicitor.  
Cllr Sutcliffe suggested that a meeting would be beneficial as the site 
management is poor and it is frustrating that the council does not 
receive information regarding letting. He, Cllr Head, Cllr Isaacs and the 
clerk had received a lot of criticism regarding the houses. 
Cllr Isaacs stated that the lender requires this change, but another 
lender may not. 
Cllr Head PROPOSED that the Parish Council refuse the lease 
amendments. This was SECONDED by Cllr Sutcliffe and APPROVED (6:0). 
It was requested that the clerk contact Steve Watson regarding Parish 
Council and CLT rights. Action: Clerk to contact solicitors and Steve 
Watson.   

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-application-details/?Type=Application&Refval=19/00602/FUL
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10 Broadhempston Parish Council’s formal 
adoption of a Climate Emergency: 

• Report on Teignbridge Climate 
Emergency Meeting 

• Repair Café  
 
 

• Future plans and goals 

  
 
Cllr Wright’s report forms part of the minutes.  
 
It was NOTED that Cllr Dowson would be attending a repair café set up 
meeting on 24 July 2019. It was NOTED that Cllr Hughes would also 
attend this. 
Cllr Hughes reported that ideas from the fete had included tree 
planting, electric car charging points, home insulation, renewable 
energy sources, community bicycles, wildflower planting, pond site near 
the village hall and refillable items and plastic reduction in the shop.   
Car charging points were discussed, and it was suggested that two 
points in the Village Hall car park should be considered. Action: Clerk to 
contact Peter Sheridan.  
Cllr Sutcliffe explained that the clerk puts up notices on the notice 
boards and councillors could do this to save travel and reduce 
emissions. It was NOTED that the notices are a legal requirement and 
the clerk is responsible for their publication.  
It was also suggested that the Parish Council grass cutting contractor be 
asked about the use of Aspen fuel and being more environmentally 
friendly. 
Grass cutting reductions were discussed, and County Cllr Barker 
reported that communities need to be informed on this. Action: 
Guidance to be obtained.  
It was suggested that a shop window display regarding these issues 
would be beneficial in the future. 
It was also AGREED that a steering group may be useful. Action: Agenda 
item for September.  
It was suggested that an interactive website page allowing people to 
comment on what they are doing with regards to the climate 
emergency issue may inspire others.  

11 Village litter picking event. It was NOTED that a date for September would be set, with the support 
of Stuart Burgess. Action: Clerk to liaise.  

12 To consider the creation of a Parish Council logo. It was NOTED that photographs had been taken of the village hall, and it 
would be beneficial to include areas of interest in the logo.  
It was NOTED that Cllr Dowson would approach the person who 
rebranded the shop for a quote to create a new logo.  
Cllr Hughes left the meeting.  

13 Finance:  

• To agree accounts for payment 

 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE accounts for payment.  

14 To elect a summer recess committee. It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Dowson, Isaacs and Wright would form the 
summer recess committee. 

15 Allotments: 

• Update on Community Orchard 
proposal 
 
 
 

 

• Allotment report 

  
Cllr Wright reported that a meeting was held last week. 47 trees will be 
planted. The fete provided donations of £7, and a list of eight people 
wishing to purchase a tree. It was NOTED that the fete committee could 
be approached for a grant. He had attended the Rural Aid grant 
meeting, but lots of applications had been received and it was unlikely 
that the full amount would be received.  
It was NOTED that a second tap has been requested. There was no 
objection to this but need it would be useful to know who is paying the 
water bill. Action: Cllr Sutcliffe to find out about water bill. Cllr Wright 
to investigate tap.  

16 Councillors Reports: to hear reports from 
Councillors on highways or other matters where 

It was NOTED that the TDC Planning Café had been attended by Cllrs 
Head, Isaacs, Wright and the clerk. Cllr Head had asked for information 
on Class Q applications, and it was explained that all farm buildings can 
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action can be authorised by the Council without 
prior notice through the next Agenda. 

obtain planning permissions. 87% of all planning applications are 
approved in Teignbridge, but there are huge pressures from central 
government to maintain targets. 
The clerk had discussed issues regarding planning administration with 
TDC officers.  
Cllr Sutcliffe requested that Blacker Lane be an agenda for the next 
meeting. Action: Agenda item for September.   

17 Clerks Report. It was NOTED that the clerk had represented the Council at the recent 
TALC meeting, where climate change was discussed.  

18 To note any correspondence received.  There was no further correspondence. 

19 To note the date of the next meeting: Thursday 
12 September 2019. 

This was NOTED. The meeting was closed at 22.03. 

 


