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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROADHEMPSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
THURSDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2016 AT BROADHEMPSTON VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Cllrs Sutcliffe (Chairman), Dowson, Head, Hoyle, Isaacs, Southwood and Jones 
                 Cllrs Smith (TDC) and Dewhirst (DCC) 
 
Apologies: Cllr Stevens 
                             
Also present: Rachel Avery (Clerk), 5 members of the Public 
 

No Subject Comments 

1 The Chairman will open the meeting and receive 
and approve any apologies. 

Cllr Sutcliffe opened the meeting at 19.30. 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the apologies of Cllr Stevens. 

2 To declare any interests arising at this meeting. There were no interests declared. 

 The Council will adjourn for the following items:  

3 Public Question Time: A period of 15 minutes 
will be allowed for members of the public to ask 
questions or make comment regarding the work 
of the Council or other items that affect 
Broadhempston. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
County and District Councillors’ Reports 

A resident raised concerns over the mess created by the dustbins from 
the homes in Kings Close Field. The hedge is full of litter and bin bags 
have been ripped apart. There is a purpose built yard for bins, however 
they are left on the roadside. 
It was asked what actions the Council were taking regarding the 
potholes in Church Hill Cottages car park. The resident explained that 
she has complained to Teign Housing and asked if the Parish Council 
could apply any pressure, even if it were to fill the holes temporarily. 
People have fallen over and the surface in continually disintegrating. It 
was NOTED that Teign Housing wish to resurface the area fully. 
It was NOTED that the VHPFT fully support the issue of the car park. It 
was NOTED that at a recent Village Hall meeting, Trustees had raised 
concerns about the car park and have said that the area is so bad that if 
anyone coming to the Hall damaged themselves, they may be able to 
make a claim against the VHPFT.  
Cllr reports form part of the minutes. 

 The Council will convene to conduct the following 
business: 

 

4 Approval to consider, amend as agreed by the 
Council and approve the minutes of the 
following: 
14 January 2016 

  
 
 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the minutes. 

5 Planning: 

 To consider the implementation of a 
Neighbourhood Plan 

 To note and discuss TDC’s decision to 
stop sending paper planning 
applications to Parish Council 

 
Cllr Isaacs explained that the Council are awaiting details of the 
Conservation Area. 
Cllr Isaacs explained that this issue was discussed at TALC and a letter 
from the Association was sent to TDC. 
It was NOTED that TDC are looking to move to a paperless, online 
system with a view to invest to save. It was NOTED that the Parish 
Council would require equipment such as a projector and an extension 
has been agreed to allow Parish Councils to build any extra expenditure 
into next year’s precept. 
Cllr Head explained that sometimes the planning portal doesn’t work, 
which raises concerns over the ability to move to a paperless system. 
It was AGREED that the Council should ask for an extension of time, and 
that there should be an expectation that the Council are provided with 
the means to view the planning applications by TDC, should paper 
applications we stopped. 
It was NOTED that there is a projector in the Hall. 
Action: Clerk to send letter to TDC. 
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6 Kings Close Field. The complaint regarding the bins was NOTED in Public Question Time.  
Action: Cllr Head to contact Teign Housing and Clerk to write to TDC. 
There were concerns raised over the safety of the car park. It was 
suggested that should Teign Housing not undertake the work soon, the 
Parish Council would have to fill the holes temporarily. Action: Cllr Head 
to contact Teign Housing. 

7 New Village Hall. It was suggested that the Youth Club could be rescheduled, should the 
noise be an issue whilst Parish Council meetings are taking place. This 
was NOTED. 

8 Sale of Village Hall. Cllr Sutcliffe explained that a bat survey has been done and the report 
was awaited. 
Planning permission will be considered once the report is submitted to 
TDC. 
It was NOTED that the Parish Council should appoint an agent to sell the 
land. It was RESOLVED that three agents would be contacted for quotes 
for this work. Action: Clerk to contact agents. Agenda item for March.  
It was NOTED that the Diocese had not replied to the Clerk. It was 
NOTED that if there are any issues with the Diocese, Chris Parker is 
willing to mediate as Churchwarden. 
It was NOTED that there are still lots of items in the building; most of 
which belongs to the Preschool. They have asked if the Hall can 
continue to be used as a store until the future of the Preschool is 
decided. This was AGREED. Cllr Southwood explained that she was 
holding some of the Preschool items at her home. It was suggested that 
the container at Headlands could also be used as an interim option. 
It was NOTED that a mother and baby group may start and some of the 
items have been transferred to the new Hall.  

9 Small Playing Field: 

 Storage 
 

 Provision and funding of play 
equipment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Gate to new Village Hall 

 
Cllrs Isaacs and Jones had met with the School. There were no issues 
with the shed and installation was progressing as agreed. 
Cllr Jones had large copies of the plans she had received from HAGS. 
She had spoken to some of the School children at playtime today. Their 
first choices were for a table tennis table and roundabout. It was NOTED 
that the trampoline was popular but safety concerns had been raised by 
parents. The combined price for both items is £8800.00.  Children were 
very enthusiastic and excited by new equipment.  
At Headlands, the first choices were for an energy trail and a skate park. 
Cllr Sutcliffe suggested that the small play area is a priority. S106 money 
and development of KCF could be used specifically for this area. The 
items would need to be sited and three quotes would be required for 
installation.  
The grass strip should be left and the muddiness to be dealt with, 
perhaps with the installation of a soft surface as it is very boggy. Action: 
Cllr Jones to obtain further quotes for table tennis table and 
roundabout. Agenda item for March. 
Cllr Southwood explained that a new gate with a self-closing spring 
would cost £400 + VAT. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE this. 

10 Headlands: 

 To consider the transfer of the lease 
from the Village Hall and Playing Field 
back to the Parish Council 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cllr Sutcliffe suggested that the football club would be happy to manage 
the pitch, but not any other activities. He suggested that if the Parish 
Council wish to transfer the lease, someone needs to take this 
responsibility. 
Responsibilities would include looking after the football club contract, 
grounds maintenance, the tennis court and other activities that take 
place. 
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 Provision of recreational equipment 

If the Parish Council were to do this, there would be financial 
implications, such as the Clerk’s time, which would have to be 
considered. 
Cllr Dowson suggested that a delegated power should be running the 
area doesn’t necessarily have to be by Parish Councillors. Action: Clerk 
to ask for volunteers in the Parish News. 
Cllr Jones explained that the area is such an underused recreational 
area. Cllr Jones and Hoyle would consider helping with this, should the 
need arise. 
There was nothing further to discuss. 

11 To consider the implementation of a speed limit 
in the Village. 

Cllr Jones had spoken to Roger Clarke, who was interested in involving 
the School. Action: Clerk to write to School. 

12 Parish Council website. Cllr Jones had met with Mark Spicer. They had discussed hosting fees 
and sending letters to organisations for updating their information on 
the website. Action: Clerk to contact Mark Spicer. 

13 Finance:   

 Accounts for payment 

 
It was RESOLVED to APPROVE accounts for payment. 

14 Allotments. Plot 6- it was NOTED that the installation of a polytunnel had been 
requested. It was RESOVLED to APPROVE this request. 
It was NOTED that Cllrs Head and Sutcliffe would meet Angus McKay on 
20 February regarding the hedge cutting. 

15 Councillors Reports: to hear reports from 
Councillors on highways or other matters where 
action can be authorised by the Council without 
prior notice through the next Agenda). 

It was NOTED that Slipperstone Lane requires attention; the rubble has 
been washed down and it is being unpassable. Action: Clerk to contact 
P3 warden. 
It was NOTED that the pothole outside Pippins has not been filled. 
Action: Clerk to contact DCC. 
It was also NOTED that the road to Littlehempston requires attention. 
Action: Clerk to contact DCC. 
Cllr Isaacs had attended the TALC meeting. It was NOTED that DNA 
packs are available to mark valuable items. Information would be added 
to the correspondence box. 

16 Clerks Report. The Clerk had nothing to report. 

17 Correspondence received. There was no correspondence. 

18 To note the date of the next meeting: Thursday 
10 March 2016. 

This was NOTED. The meeting was closed at 21.17 

 


